
Dear SPF donors,  
In 2021, your donations... 

• Grew the Legacy Fund to 

$88,700. 

• Provided $20,000 for park        

improvements. 

• Funded the 2021 Neighborhood Park Grant Program 

$27,300. 

• Since Nov. 1, 2021, raised $20,000 for the Eco Earth.  

• Provided  $1,500 dedicated to specific park projects. 

Your donations make our mission of advocacy and support 

for the parks of Salem, Oregon a reality.  We cannot thank 

you enough for your generosity and your passion for 

Salem’s parks. You make a difference! 

Salem Parks Foundation 

Spring 2022 We                  parks!                   

Donor  Recognition Issue 

Eco-Earth in the snow with a heart 

around some of the holes in the 

surface caused by fallen tiles. 

  Neighborhood Park Grant Program 

Each spring we offer grants to Salem's Neighbor-

hood Associations for improvements to their local 

parks. If you have an idea for improving the city 

park near you, contact your Neighborhood Associa-

tion and suggest they apply for a Salem Parks        

Foundation grant. More information, including the 

application form, is available at our web page under 

“projects”. 

www.salemparksfoundation.org 

The deadline to apply for a grant is May 31. 

Bush’s Pasture Park Sundial area.  SCAN 

received a $1,100 2021 Neighborhood Park 

grant to support this restoration. 



2021 donors 

 

 

 

 

 

$1,000 -  $6,000 

Alan Alexander                                                 

Marie Arthur                                                      

Ken and Linda Bierly                                                

Bottledrop Give donors                            

Carel DeWinkel and Edna Denton             

Evergreen Charitable Trust                        

Ron and Kathy Kelemen                            

Ann Lyman                                                  

Bill and Judy Meier                                    

Hazel  Patton ~ in memory of Evan Lloyd                                                    

Salem Health                                            

Daniel D. and Kathleen M. Saucy           

~ in memory of Lela Jackson and           

~ in memory of Dr. Robert E. Lindsey                                

Carol Snyder                                           

~ in memory of Lela Jackson                                                       

Daniel and Catherine Snyder and      

Microsoft Matching gifts *                        

Tom and Ellen Stevens                            

John F. Stolting                                         

Pete Vrontakis            

$500 -  to $1,000 

Elizabeth Belshaw                               

Jon Christenson                                

Bobbie Clyde ~ in memory of John Clyde 

Sally Cook - Sally For Salem            

Roberta Dolp                                     

Mary G. and Carl J. Fahlstrom       

Randy Fishfader                                

Paul Gehlar                                       

Roger and Caryl Gertenrich                

Michael Hanslits and Cynthia Harper 

Garrick Harmel                                               

Daniel  N. and Ruth Anne Johnson   

Gary T. and Catherine A. Pederson      

E.F. Powers dba The Garden Angels 

Nancy Rockwell                                              

Sally Cook - Sally for Salem                                  

Robert B. Sanders                             

Paul and Tracey Anne Saucy                    

~ in honor of Dan Saucy                               

Rosalyn Shirak                                    

Toni Whitler*                                                

Richard Yates   

 

$100-$500  

Amazon Smiles                                       

Alan Ball                                                         

Lisa Anderson - Ogilvie*                              

Steven and Gale Barlow                  

Keith J. and Madge Bauer               

Donna and Jerry Berg                              

Lorraine Beugli                                            

~ in memory of Norman Beugi                                                 

Susan Bianco                                    

Virginia D. Bourdeau                          

Chris Brantley                                     

Paula Brazeale                                   

Bridget Mary Welborn Realtor, Inc.        

Patricia Carlton                                        

~ in memory of Robert L. Carlton                                                

Frances Chapple                              

Jeffrey Chen                                    

Cheryl Corning                                   

Richard Cooper                                

Daniel Correa                                       

Susan P. Corzilius, M. D.                 

Nancy T. and John F. Cox                     

David and Sally Crawford                

Kathleen Dalton                                

Nanette DeLoach                           

Lance Dicker, M.D.                                    

Victor Dodier                                      

Woody Dukes                                            

Ron Eachus                                               

E.M. Easterly*                                         

Robert F. Emanuel                                

Joseph Fowler                                   

Valorie Freeman                                     

Katherine Girsch                            

James Green                                       

Anne M. Greenwood and Bob Freund 

Dondeena Griffiths                               

Frank R. and Patricia Mow Gruber  

Roger Hadden                                   

Candace Annette Haines                      

Ann and David Hanus                            

~ in memory of Jerome Perozek                                

Colleen Heitmann                                        

Huggins Insurance Services, Inc. 

James C. Hill                                             

~ in memory of Sandy J. Hill                                                          

Mary Jo Hofstetter                                 

Sally and Ray Hollemon                         

Antje and Paul Howard                         

Nancy C. Hull                                          

~ in memory of  Christine Sproul                                               

 

$100-500 

Cathy Ingalls                                                   

~ in memory of Robert Ingalls                                                          

W. Todd Jarvis                                   

Vickie Jochums                                      

Jane Jones                                                                   

Jean Kent                                                

Susan and Jim Kephart                                    

Kimberly Kertz                                                      

~ in honor of Gary and Vicki Kertz              

Ryan Kirkpatrick                                  

Gail and Gary Knighten                      

Kroger Fred Meyer Rewards Program                    

Wendy Kroger                                      

Layli and Neil Liss                               

Janet Long                                                

Les and Jan Margosian                                   

~ in honor of Carol Snyder                                               

Delores Maxey                                         

~ in memory of  Bob Maxey                                                         

Merrily McCabe and Robert Coe              

Robert and Susan J. McGowan           

William and Mary Mainwaring              

Sally N. Miller                                       

Carol Mitchell                                                   

~ in memory of Merrilee Mitchell                                                   

Gretchen and Michael Moon*              

Emily Mooney                                       

Pat Moss                                            

Jane Murch                                      

Debra L. Napier                                    

Lawrence Neal                                      

Albert H. Newman                               

Hella Nordberg                                     

Pat Norman                                             

Anne O’Brien                                        

Pamela Olson                                      

Donna Lee Osborn                        

Charles R. Peter                                   

Elizabeth M. Postma                               

Steven Powers                                     

Jay and Anne B. Raney                                

Bonnie and Pete Reagan                              

~ in honor of Betsy Belshaw                                        

Willena Gabel and Norman C. Rhodes 

Jose Ricoy ~ in memory of  Shereen Ricoy                                                           

Chris Robbins                                       

James and Jakey Potter Ross                 

Stephen Rossetti                                  

Colleen Rush                                      

Russell’s Landscaping                             

Stephen and Kathy Sansone                         

~ in memory of Jon Shelley                        

 



$100-$500 

Lauren Saucy                                                                                                                                                                    

Eric Schuman                                       

Tom and Cesie Scheuermann              

Mary Schmidgall                                  

Brian James Smith*                          

Patsy M. and Clifford D. Smith                   

John M. Shirley                               

David Smedema                             

David H. and Joy J. Sowle               

Bill and Cathy Stiles                       

Dorald Stoltz                              

George and Elsa Struble                           

~ in honor of Betsy Belshaw                               

Sunny Summers                             

Kay M. and Jay G. Tappen           

Blanka V. Truneckova                   

Twilo Matching Fund                      

Deborah and Anthony Vassallo      

William Vorachek                           

Elizabeth Potter Ross                               

~ in honor of Tibby Larson                                        

William Vorachek                                      

Karen and Michael Weddle          

Hans and Kathy West                                                         

Debbie Williams                                      

Phillip Wiseman and Lori Peterson  

Robert J. and Patricia J. Wright             

Mark and Sharon Zielinkski                            

~ in honor of Dan Saucy  

 Up to $100 

Russell Allen                                 

Greg and Linda Bachand             

Thomas Barth                                 

Annie Battee                                 

Delana and Russ Beaton                

Larry and Janice Bevens                              

~ in memory of Bob Bevens                                 

Judy Beyrouty                                 

Larry A. Bills                                   

Diane Black                                    

Blackbaud Giving Fund                              

Glenda M. Blanchard                                       

~ in memory of Alan Blanchard                                 

Beverly Bosak                                  

Allan Brazier                                       

Clara L. Bricher                                            

~ in memory of Tom Bricher                                               

Darci Brosnan                                     

Helen Browning                                   

Andrea Carano                                      

Up to $100 

Steve and Ellen Chambers                                                                                                        

David and Diana Cox                          

Linda Cress                                             

William Creswell                                    

Jane C. Cummins                               

Susie M. Dawson and Ellen Margolis 

~ in honor of Olivia and Madison                

Diana Dickey                                             

Cynthia Elisberg                                   

Anna and Eb Engelmann                      

Kathleen Gallagher                       

Richard and Jeanette Gassner      

Marsha Griffiths                                      

Elysabeth Hall                                             

~ in honor of Carol Snyder                                                      

Erin Hanni                                       

Lana Haynes                                      

Marie Henwood                                    

Tom and Priscilla Hibbard                       

Claudia Howells                                    

John Huff                                         

Judy and John S. Irwin                               

John and Kelli Jaecks                          

Lesley Johnson                                      

Shaun Jooste                                        

Donald Kaehler                                     

Susan Klof                                          

Frank Knox                                      

Betty Jo Kostenborder                               

Jeff Kraus                                                

Melinda Krumroy                                          

~ in memory of Joshua Krumroy                                  

Bruce and Susan Lang                        

Delmas Lewellyn                               

Michelle Litke                                  

Joan Lloyd ~ in memory of Evan Lloyd 

William and Virgie Lorenz                       

Ryan Malzahn                                    

James D. McClure                                   

Gary and Annie McCuen                       

Barbara McReal                                  

James D. Martin                             

Louise Martin                                            

Lora Meisner                                      

James and Debbie Miller                      

Dan and Teresa L. Mills                         

Elizabeth P. and Michael H. Mills 

Ronald W. Miner                                   

Nancy Minten                                        

Julie Mohr                                         

Jeremy Morgan                                     

Sandra Morgan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

Up to $100 

Marilyn Moritz                                           

James A.R. Nafziger                               

Ralph H. Nafziger                                       

Isaac Nolan                                            

Sonya Novak                                             

Genevieve Orr                                             

Erich Paetsch                                          

Paypal Giving Fund                                         

Janet Rafolovich                                           

Richard C. and Judith Lynn Rankin 

Frank F. Reckendorf                                     

Richard and Carol Reese                             

Scott Reichlin, M.D.                                      

Gary Rhodes                                               

Paul Rice                                                  

Paul Richards                                              

Sara Ridiske                                                   

Barbara Roach                                        

Giselle Roedel                                            

Julia Ross                                                    

Meredith Scheirman                                  

James Scheppke                                            

Dorothy Scheyer                                        

Margaret Schue                                        

Robert Shanley                                        

Joann Elizabeth Siebert                                   

Sam Skillern                                                     

William Smaldone and Jennifer Jopp 

Sovamind Studios                                      

Douglas Sponseller                                       

Virginia Stapleton                                         

Calvin and Gail Ketch Steck                          

Erin Stone                                                       

Larry and Ginny Strong                                   

~ in memory of Phronsye Bailey                                           

Sheila Sund                                               

SWSC Community Projects                          

Claire N. Tierney                                                 

Thomas W. Tilque                                             

Janet and Leroy Tornquist                       

Chynna Turner                                           

Micki Varney                                             

Richard and Kathleen Westcott                     

Julia Westerberg                                           

Alice Wolf                                                  

Barbara Wolfe                                         

Susan Wood                                                  

Sharon E. Wright                                         

Kaan Yarar   

*sustaining donor 

 



Yes, We Can! 

A Message from former Salem                
Mayor Roger Gertenrich 

Once the City of Salem purchased the 
Boise-Cascade land, what to do with 
the ugly old Acid Ball became an     
issue. Some suggested that because it 
was covered with a black tar to just put 
a wick on top & call it a bomb. Others 
suggested it be a Chia pet, still other 
wanted to just paint it yellow to be the 
Sun. 

As Mayor of Salem, I saw it as a    
wonderful opportunity to engage 
Salemites in doing a worthwhile    
community project. This project would 
be hard to do ( which I thought made it 
even better). A bomb, Chia pet or Sun 
were no options.  

To turn the Acid Ball into an Earth 
globe covered with special icons      
focusing on preserving our Earth & 
promoting world peace was a much 
higher standard and certainly a harder 
challenge. When a community works 
hard, sweats and worries, but         
produces something of lasting beauty, it can be proud of what it has accomplished together . 

I have no doubt that  the citizens of Salem will come together to restore the many tiles that 
have fallen off the globe. Salem is a city that has always had a  Sense of Community. This  
restoration job will be done! 

Roger L. Gertenrich 

PS. Send your tax deduction donations to: 

Salem Parks Foundation 
P.O. Box 5764 
Salem, OR 97304 
 
Or donate on line at: 
salemparksfoundation.org                                                                                                       
Click on the “Support the Eco-Earth”      
button on the bottom of the first page 

 

 

Roger Gertenrich, Mayor of Salem from 1994 to 1996, 

spearheaded the Eco-Earth Globe Project from 1999-

2003.  He is seen here modeling the T-shirt in January 

2022, continuing to advocate for the Eco-Earth project. 

Mayor Gertenrich with Governor Ted Kulongowski 

and Mayor Janet Taylor celebrating the gift of the 

Eco-Earth Ball to the City of Salem 



Pringle Park Friendship Plaza - Home to 

Salem’s Hiroshima Peace Tree 

The following is Don Gunther’s Hiroshima Persimmon   

Presentation speech on April 10, 2020 that he was unable to 

give due to the COVID restrictions on public gatherings in 

place at that time: 

Hiroshima Persimmon presentation 

by Don Gunther, Salem Public Works Department:  

Parks Operations 

 August 6, marks the 75
th
 anniversary of the U.S. atomic bombing of 

Hiroshima, Japan and the end of WWII. The blast from the atomic 

bomb destroyed essentially every structure and every living thing 

within a mile of the epicenter. 66,000 people lost their lives; many 

thousands more suffered serious and lasting injuries. The next 

spring though, several trees leafed out and provided hope that life 

would in fact return to Hiroshima. These survivor trees, called      

hibakujumoku in Japan are highly revered.  Among the survivor 

trees is the parent of this sapling. 

This tree began its journey as one of many seeds that are collected annually 

by a small grassroots organization in Hiroshima, the Green Legacy Hiroshi-

ma Project. They sent several packets of ginkgo and persimmon seeds to 

Hideko Tamura Snider in Medford. As a 10-year-old girl in Hiroshima, she 

survived the atomic bomb. She has since channeled the pain of that experience into her book, One Sunny Day, and into 

the One Sunny Day Initiative which seeks to promote nuclear non-proliferation, peace, and reconciliation. 

Hideko gave the seeds to Oregon Community Trees board member Mike Oxendine who germinated them at Southern 

Oregon University. Mike regrets that he did not track the parentage of the different packets of seed, but since there was 

only one surviving persimmon tree, we know the legacy tree that produced this sapling. It stands 530 meters from the 

center of the explosion and continues to thrive along Peace Boulevard next to Shirakami Shrine. 

Mr. Oxendine did not have the facilities to grow 

these trees out, so he turned them over to the City 

of Corvallis Parks and Recreations where they 

were cared for by another Oregon Community 

Trees Board member, Jennifer Killian. This last 

winter these trees have been distributed through-

out Oregon, mostly to communities which are des-

ignated as Tree City USA since they have a proven 

commitment towards the care of community trees. 

I became the caretaker of this tree in early Decem-

ber and now, like a proud father, am honored to be 

a part of giving it its final home here at Pringle 

Park’s Friendship Plaza. May everyone who pass-

es by this tree pause not only to consider the great 

human and environmental toll of armed conflict, but 

even more, the resiliency of life and the hope of 

peace that this tree represents. May it “grow and 

prosper.” 

Milan Davis, City of Salem Urban Forester,     

planting the Hiroshima Peace Tree in April, 2020 



Ways to Give to Salem’s Parks 

• Mail  a check to Salem Parks Foundation at P.O. Box 5764, Salem, OR 97304 or Donate online at 
www.salemparksfoundation.org  

• If you are over age 72, arrange with your IRA custodian to send some or all of your Required     
Minimum Distribution (RMD) directly to Salem Parks Foundation. This is called a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD). 

• Not 72 yet?  You can still make a Qualified Charitable Distribution at age 70 1/2. 

• Make a charitable bequest in your will to SPF and/or name it as a retirement plan beneficiary. 

• Link your Fred Meyer Rewards card to SPF at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. 

• Amazon Smiles SPF participates in the Amazon Smiles charity program.  Please choose SPF as 
your charity at Smile.amazon.com. 

• Match Many employers match contributions.  See if your workplace provides this giving opportunity. 

• Buy an owl sign! Purchase online or by mail. 

• Consider gifting  the park lovers on your list with a donation in their honor.   

• Bottle Drop/Give Your Refundable Cans and Bottles can help improve Salem Parks. Fill pre-labeled 
blue bags with refundable cans and bottles and drop them off at any of the Bottle Drop sites in Sa-
lem. Send an  e-mail to info@salemparksfoundation.org  We will arrange to get the bags to you. 

In 2021, BottleDrop donors raised  

$1,742.86 for Salem’s parks!  

At 10 cents per can, it doesn’t seem like a lot, 

but multiply many donors with blue bags and it 

adds up in a hurry.  If you would like to be a 

part of this relatively painless way of supporting 

Salem’s parks, let us know by sending us an 

email at  info@salemparksfoundation.org             

Let us know how many blue bags you would 

like and your address.   

Our volunteer BottleDrop coordinator will      

deliver the requested number of blue bags to 

your door.  Fill your bags and bring them to the 

BottleDrop redemption center closest to you. 

Salem locations are:  

4815 Commercial St SE  

1889 Commercial St. NE 

1917 Lancaster Drive NE 

Scan the bar code on the blue bag to unlock 

the door on the side of the building. Place the 

full bag inside the door, and your donation to 

SPF is complete.  Thank you! 

http://www.salemparksfoundation.org
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
Smile.Amazon.com
mailto:infor@salemparksfoundation.org

