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Bush’s Pasture Park Sundial area.  SCAN 

Ways to Give to Salem’s Parks 

• Mail  a check to Salem Parks Foundation at P.O. Box 5764, Salem, OR 97304 or donate online at 
www.salemparksfoundation.org. 

• If you are over age 72, arrange with your IRA custodian to send some or all of your Required        
Minimum Distribution (RMD) directly to Salem Parks Foundation. This is called a Qualified Charitable    
Distribution (QCD). 

• Not 72 yet?  You can still make a Qualified Charitable Distribution at age 70 1/2. 

• Make a charitable bequest in your will to SPF and/or name it as a retirement plan beneficiary. 

• Link your Fred Meyer Rewards card to SPF at www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. 

• Buy an owl sign! Purchase online or by mail. 

• Bottle Drop/Give  Fill pre-labeled blue bags with cans and bottles. Drop them off at a Bottle Drop site. 
Send an  e-mail to info@salemparksfoundation.org  We will arrange to get the bags to you. 

• Consider gifting  the park lovers on your list with a donation in their honor.   

In 2022, your donations 

• Raised over $70,000 for Salem’s parks. 

• Provided $26,000 in park improvements 
through the Salem Park Foundation’s 
Neighborhood Park Improvement Grant 
Program. 

• Added $4,500 to the Legacy Fund. 

• Grew the Eco-Earth Fund to $49,000. 

• Supported the Take A Walk in the 
Park event, a free event and opportuni-
ty for Salem’s families and all park    
lovers to get out, enjoy and celebrate 
Riverfront Park.                         

Your donations support our programs both now and into the future. 

Our Spring issue is dedicated to recognizing and celebrating our donors: Thank You!  

Eco-Earth Coral Reef Icon 

Englewood Park Pollinator Garden 

http://www.salemparksfoundation.org
http://www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards
mailto:infor@salemparksfoundation.org


Your donations fund the Salem Parks Foundation ’s Neighborhood Park Grant Program.  

Each spring, we offer grants to Salem's Neighborhood Associations for improvements to their local parks. If 

you have an idea for improving the city park near you, contact your Neighborhood Association and suggest 

they apply for a Salem Parks Foundation grant.  2023 applications are due May 31 and awards announced 

in June. 

Below are projects funded by grants awarded in 2021 and placed in 2022: 

Park bench in Orchard Heights Park (West Salem Neighborhood Association) $2,500 (not pictured) 

Northgate Park - New bench near play-

ground on concrete pad $2,000 
Lee Park - New picnic table $1,800 

(SESNA)  

Two park 

benches in 

Geer Park near 

the bike track 

(NESCA)$4,000 

Restore storm damaged pollinator garden in 

Englewood Park (NEN) $50 
Brown Road Park - Gravel pathway and    

pollinator garden (NOLA)  $4,700   

Park bench and concrete 

pad -  Fairview Park 

(Morningside) $2,220  

Drinking fountain Nel-

son Park $8,500 (SWAN) 



 

Bill Meltzer, rosarian  

Spring 2023 Park Hero  

The Rose Garden in Bush’s Pasture Park is one of the 

best loved and most beautiful spaces in Salem.  

Whether for a wedding or quiet contemplation, it is 

special.  It is also a repository for some of the oldest 

and most significant rose genetic lines.  

Like most special places, it doesn’t just happen.    

Constant vigilance and hard work is the requirement 

for a healthy, happy, and beautiful rose garden.  

Salem has one professional horticulturist, Brian Smith, 

for all our parks. We are fortunate to have his exper-

tise.  For the dedicated and sustained effort required 

by complex and labor intensive areas like the Rose  

Garden, Salem depends on volunteers.  

Bill Meltzer has been a big part of this effort.  He start-

ed volunteering for Friends of Bush Garden when he 

retired from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in 

1997.  In 1998, Gretchen Carnaby put him in charge of 

Miss Sally’s roses, a special collection of roses      

originally planted by Elizabeth Lord & Edith Schryver,     

Salem landscape architects, for Miss Sally Bush.   

Roses have been a lifelong interest for Bill.  He worked 

in his mother’s rose garden, went on to earn a degree 

in Forestry from Iowa State University, and went to 

work for BLM as a timber cruiser and appraiser.  He 

came to Oregon via Kentucky and lived in Medford and 

North Bend prior to coming to Salem. He joined the 

Rose Society and showed his roses when living in 

North Bend. His home and garden are filled with 200 

roses, always a work in progress. 

Amanda Sitter, Parks Operations Volunteer       

Coordinator, describes Bill’s volunteer service: 

“Bill is our longest – serving volunteer in the         

Municipal Rose Garden at Bush Park (almost 30 

years!!). He has maintained Miss Sally’s roses for 

all of these years by cultivating new plants to     

replace the ones that fail either due to pests, age 

or disease. He recruits volunteers, maintains their 

schedule, and shows up to help at our  annual 

rose pruning workshop. Bill and his core group of 

volunteers work with us all year long because they 

know we need the help. During the fall and early 

winter, they work ahead of staff by cutting down all 

the old canes on the climbers so we can go in be-

hind them and tie up the new shoots. In the winter, 

Bill and his volunteers work by pruning, thinning, 

and clearing away bark from the base of the roses. 

During the spring/summer they deadhead the   

roses so that new buds are constantly blooming. 

Bill could tell you anything you would want to know 

about the rose garden. He has mapped and 

tagged the roses so we can identify them, he hauls 

out all of the plant material, and he seriously      

always has a smile on his face. Bill is just one of 

those hidden gems that we have at Bush Park.” 

If this story inspires you to volunteer at the Rose 
Garden or other Salem parks, please call:  

Volunteer Coordinator Amanda Sitter at  
503.507.2944  

or email asitter@cityofsalem.net 



 

    

 

 $1,000 and up                                                                

Alan Alexander                              

Kenneth L. Betterton                    

Betsy Belshaw                                

Ken and Linda Bierly                            

Carel DeWinkel and Edna Denton  

Patricia Ehrlich                                

Paul Gehlar                                    

Lysa Hall                                          

Ron and Kathy Kelemen                                          

Bill Meier ~ in memory of Judith Meier                                      

Carol E. Mitchell ~ in memory of all 

her dogs                                                     

Muriel H. Meyer                        

Fredrick W. Olson                           

Oregon Beverage Recycling Coopera-

tive                                                       

Elizabeth Walton Potter                 

Daniel D. and Kathleen Saucy  ~ in 

honor of Carol Snyder & Linda Bierly         

Carol Snyder                                  

Daniel and Catherine Snyder* and   

Microsoft Matching gifts                    

John F. Stolting   

$500 - $999                                     

Bottle Drop donors                              

Bobbie Clyde ~ in memory of John 

Clyde                                            

Dancing Oaks                                               

Victor Dodier                                             

Roberta Dolp                                                  

Michael Hanslits and Cynthia Harper                                                  

Gary T. and Catherine A. Pederson 

Hazel Patton ~ in honor of Linda Bierly 

Pete and Ruth Vrontakis Family     

Giving Fund                                          

Toni Whitler* 

$100 - $499                                              

Art Fair donors                                  

Nicole Aken                                    

Amazon Smiles                               

Lisa Anderson-Ogilvie                        

William T. Anderson                         

Marie C. Arthur                                     

 

$100 - $499                                 

Alan Ball                                                  

Steven and Gale S. Barlow                                                  

Keith and Madge Bauer                  

Carlene and Wally Benson                           

Lorraine Beugli  ~ in memory of  

Norman Beugli                               

Emery J. Billings                          

Beverly and Gary Bosak                               

Anna Braun                                  

Phil and Maureen A. Caudill                           

Nancy Chambers                      

Frances Chapple                    

Ronald Clark                                                           

Robin D. Clarke                                

Cheryl Corning                                

Christine Chute                                 

Richard Cooper                               

Sheela Coria                                    

David and Diana Cox                   

David A. Crawford                      

Christine D’Arcy                          

Kathleen Dalton                        

Lance Dicker, M.D.                     

Woody Dukes                               

E.M. Easterly *                           

Randy Fishfader                              

Paula Fontanini                                 

Roger and Caryl Gertenrich      

Katherine and William Girsch                          

Brian Gonzales                           

Dondeena Griffiths                       

Frank and Patricia Gruber          

Matthew Haenny                          

Erin Hanni  ~ in honor of Carol 

Snyder and                                      

in memory of Phillip Hanni                                           

Marilyn J. Harbur                                 

Garrick Harmel                                    

David Harrison and Joyce Millen 

Paula Hartwig                                   

Priscilla Hibler                           

James C. Hill ~ in memory of            

Sandy J. Hill                                                  

Ray and Sally Hollemon                   

Cathryn E. Ingalls  ~ in memory of 

Robert Ingalls                                    

Vickie Jochums                                                     

Susan Kephart                                    

Ryan D. and Michelle Kirkpatrick                         

Gary and Gail Knighten              

Wendy Kroger                                       

$100 - $499                                             

Kroger Fred Meyer Rewards       

Mark S. Lindau                                  

Nancy M. Lindburg                       

Don and Judy Lorenzen               

Ann Lyman                                         

Con and Cindy Lynch ~  in honor of 

the G+T Coffee Gals                    

Delorus Maxey ~ in memory of    

Bob Maxey                                            

Robert and Susan J. McGowan     

Bill and Mary Mainwaring         

James and Debbie Miller                           

Sally and Rob Miller  ~ in honor of 

Dan Saucy                                     

Michael and Gretchen Moon*                    

Pat Moss                                              

Jane Murch                                      

Robert J. Newton                            

Linda T. Nishioka                                

Hella Nordberg                                    

Pat Norman                                       

Anne O’Brien                                        

Pamela Olson                                            

Genevieve Orr                            

Gene and Donna Lee Osborn                              

Erich Paetsch                                      

Deborah L. Patterson                                                              

Colleen Plott                                              

Elizabeth Postma                                   

Catherine Pozar                                 

James H. Preble                                 

Shannon Priem                                         

Kasia Quillinan                                

Anne B. Raney                                   

Lynnette Rankin                          

Pete and Bonnie Reagan ~ in honor 

of Betsy Belshaw                                                     

Wallace E. Reed                               

Scott Reichlin                               

Norm and Willena Gabel Rhodes                           

Paul Rice                                      

Paul Richards *                                          

David and Jody Rowell                    

Russell’s Landscaping Services, Inc. 

Alex and Elaine Sanchez                         

Lauren Saucy                                 

Paul and Tracey Anne Saucy                           

Dorothy Scheyer                                         

Eric Schuman                               

Rosalyn Shirak                            

John M. Shirley                                                                                        

2022 donors 

Thank You!  



$100 - $499                                                

Sam Skillern ~ in honor of                 

Dan Saucy                                           

Katrine and Guy Smith                        

Councilor Virginia Stapleton *                         

Ellen J. Stevens                               

Bill and Cathy Stiles                                                                                                   

Dorald Stoltz                                            

Sunny Summers *                           

Kellie Swaim  ~ in memory of former 

Mayor of Salem Mike Swaim                                   

Angeleke Talley ~ in memory of Beta 

and Little Missy                                

Dale and Jo Ann Thomas                    

Claire Tierney                                             

Blanka Truneckova                               

Sandra Wiscarson                                 

Karen and Mike Weddle                        

Hans and Kathleen M. West                                     

Mark Wigg  ~ in honor of              

Betsy Belshaw                                             

Phillip Wiseman and  Lori Peterson                                        

World Beat donors                      

Sharon E. Wright   ~ in memory of 

David Engen                                                                                                                                                     

Mark and Sharon Zielinski 

Up to $99                                           

Robert Arndt                                        

Greg and Linda Bachand                       

Chris Barrigar                                         

Elizabeth Basalto                          

Annie Battee                               

Russ and Delana Beaton             

Larry and Janice Bevens                                  

Judy Beyrouty                                        

Larry A. Bills                                   

Kristian Boose                                         

Konan Borah                                      

Clara Bricher ~ in memory of                 

Tom Bricher                                                

Candalaria PTA                                           

Andrea Carano                                   

Steve and Ellen Chambers ~ in 

memory of                                                

Mike and Chris Crossland                                                    

Robert and Andrea Chandler              

James Chillemi                                      

Susan Corzilius, M.D.                              

Linda Cress                                             

William Creswell                                     

Jane C. Cummins                                          

Up to $99                                             

Suzanne M. Day                                   

Richard Dulude                                    

George Dyer                                         

Joelle Egbert                                      

Cynthia Elisberg                                      

Walter J. Engel                                      

Eb Engelmann and Ming-Sze Anna                  

Chris Fisher                                          

Christine Fraser                                      

Anne M. Greenwood                                                                        

Kathleen Gallagher                               

Alta M. Gardner                            

Jan and Rick Gassner                                                                               

Marsha Griffiths                                       

Dallas Hall                                                                       

David Hawthorne                                     

Lana Haynes                                                                                      

Bonnie Heitsch                                    

Tom and Priscilla Hibbard                                                                         

Paul and Antje Howard                                           

John Huff                                                  

Mary Hustoles                                                                                                         

Illahe Acreage Water Association                                        

John S. and Judy Irvin                                    

Rosamund Irwin                                            

Ron E. L. Jaymot                                       

Norman Johnson                             

Donald Kaehler                                    

Cynthia Kimball                                    

Susan Klof                                    

Frank Knox                                                

Betty Jo Kostenborder                                         

Kroger Foundation                                  

Melinda Krumroy  ~ in memory of 

Joshua Krumroy                                            

Carol Kuschnick                                     

Amy Lawrence                                        

Anita and Myron Lee                                  

Delmas Lewellyn                                      

Brian Lewis                                            

Priscilla Lopez                                                           

James J. McClure                                      

Meagan McFarland                                

Ryan Malzahn                                     

Les and Jan Margosian ~ in honor of 

Carol Snyder                                 

Larry Martin                               

Louise Martin                                         

Bill and Judy Martin                                        

Brianna Melhorn                                      

Elizabeth and Michael Mills                                      

Up to $99                                     

Teresa L. Mills                              

Adriana Neira                                          

Heidi and Ronald Miner                                           

James A.R. Nafziger                           

Marilyn Moritz                               

Everett and Anne Mozell                                       

Paypal Giving Fund                                 

Barbara Quisenberry ~ in memory of  

Dwight Quisenberry                         

Ralph H. Nafziger                                        

Susan Powers                                     

Janet Rafolovich                                      

Richard and Judith Rankin                         

Rick and Carol Reece                                             

Barbara Roach                             

Veronica Rodriquez                                 

Lois Rosen                                              

Julia Ross                                              

James Scheppke                                     

Margaret Schue                                           

Joann Elizabeth Seibert                                   

Karen J. Sewell                                        

Max Shustef                                   

Shirley Siefarth                                         

Brian James Smith                                    

Douglas A. Sponseller                               

Calvin and Gail Steck                                                  

William J. and Paula K. Sullivan                                         

Sheila Sund                                             

Lynn Takata                                       

Jonathan Tichenor                                   

Thomas W. Tilque                                     

Janet and Leroy Tornquist                       

William Turner                                   

Take a Walk in the Park donors                                

Debra and Tony Vassallo                                        

Kenneth J. Walters                                  

Richard and Kathleen Westcott   

Julia N. Westerberg                                    

Barbara Wolfe                                          

Susan Wood  

  *sustaining donors 



Enjoying the  Englewood Forest Festival 

Eco - Earth progress update  

The entire renovation cost estimate, commissioned 

and financed by the Salem Public Arts Commission 

in 2020, is $400,000. The City of Salem has 

pledged to contribute $112,000 of in-kind services.    

To date, Salem Parks Foundation donors have   

contributed $49,000. We are awaiting results on   

grant applications and working on others.  Local 

artists are donating time and materials to create 

new icons to replace the ones that have fallen and 

broken. This year, Take a Walk in the Park is a 

fund raiser for Eco-Earth. We continue to work hard 

to complete this fundraising drive.  We ask for and 

appreciate your support. 

      Donate at  www.salemparksfoundation.org or 

 use the QR code in the photo.  

Attend Take a Walk in the Park and make a contribution  

either by using the donation jars or the QR code. 

Join the public Facebook group Friends of the Eco-Earth 

and post  photographs, memories, impressions of the globe.   

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us to Take a Walk in the Park  

Saturday, May 13, 2023 10:00 AM 

This is our annual event inviting you to take a walk in Riverfront Park 

on May 13, 2023. Start at the either the west end of the Union Street 

Railroad Bridge or at the Rotary Pavilion, pick up your passport and 

visit all four stations to get a stamp. Completed passports can be 

turned in at the Rotary Pavilion and entered to win great prizes.    

Everyone gets a cookie! This is a family friendly event and, since it is 

the day before Mother’s Day, we suggest that you bring your Mom. 

This year, Take a Walk in the Park is a fundraiser for Eco-Earth. Any 

donations received will support this special project, so we ask for your 

participation and support. 

  Eco - Earth tiles continue to fall 

Eco Earth memory from donor Sarah Dunn of    
Cotati, CA  

"My boyfriend and I initially met up at the globe 
for our first date of walking through the river-
front.  We have returned to the globe many times 
and continue to find new pieces, as well as old 
ones missing.  It has memories that I would love 
to keep!"  

 help restore Eco - Earth! 


